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INTRODUCTION. 

It is matter of surprise, no less than of regret, that we have 
no valid relic of Shakspere's handywork as a writer for the stage ; 
so, while we have recovered five unquestioned signatures of his 
name, it is known that our great dramatist must have been 
employed as penman or scrivener for several years, in an 
unrecognised position His own plays reached the performers 
in his own autograph, and he is reputed to have revised many 
plays by other authors, with additions and improvements of his 
own invention ; hitherto, however, no scrap of his writing beyond 
the autograph signatures to his will, and two legal instruments, 
has ever been produced to illustrate his style of caligraphy. 



Why, this is cheerfull newes : frends goe and come : 
Reverend Erasmus, whose delitious words 
Express the very soule and life of witt, 
Newlie toke sad leave of me .... * with teares 
Trubled the sillver channel! of the Themes, 
Which, glad of such a burden, prowdlie sweld 
And one her bosom bore him toward the sea : 
Hees gon to Roterdam ; peace goe with him ! 
He left me heavy when he went from hence ; 
But this recomforts me ; the kind Lord Maior, 
His bretheren aldermen, with their faire wives, 
Will feast this night with us : why, soet shuld be ; 
Moores mery hart lives by good companie. — 
Good gentlemen, be carefull ; give great charge 
Our diet be made daynty for the tast ; 
For, of all the people that the earth affords, 
The Londoners fare richest at ther bourds. 
Come, my good fellowes, &c. 

DvcE, p. 5 

* "and" conjecturally supplied. 
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\^E liter Moo re, ^ 

It is in Heaven that I am thus and thus ; 

And that which we prophanlie terme our fortuns 

Is the provision of the power above. 

Fitted and shapte just to that strength of nature 

Which we are borne .... * Good God, good God, 

That I from such a humble bench of birth 

Should stepp as twere up to my countries head, 

And give the law out ther! I, in my fathers life, 

To take prerogative and tyth of knees 

From elder kinsmen, and him bynd by my place 

To give the smooth and dexter way to me 

That owe it him by nature ! Sure, thes things. 

Not phisickt by respecte, might turne our bloud 

To much corruption : but, Moore, the more thou hast. 

Ether of honor, office, wealth and calling, 

Which might accite thee to embrace and and hugg them, 

The more doe thou in serpents natures thinke them ; 

Feare ther gay skinns with thought of ther sharpe state J 

And lett this be thy maxime, to be greate 

Is when the thred of hayday is once spoun, 

A bottomt great woond upp greatly undonn. 

Dyce, p. 39. 

* ** wUbal" conjectually supplied, t A ball of thread, see the Weaver in " M.N.D." 
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SHAKSPERE'S HANDWRITING. 

In the year 1844, the late Rev. Alexander Dyce edited for 
the old " Shakespeare Society," a very remarkable play, entitled, 
" Sir Thomas More," then printed from manuscript. Mr. 'Dyce 
had no suggestion to offer as to the authorship, but the late 
Mr. Richard Simpson, a devoted Shaksperian student, bestowed 
much research in an endeavour to trace the poet at an earlier 
stage of his career than generally admitted. He thus worked 
out a theory as to his supervision of other dramatists at that 
time in their prime, and this before he had ventured to appear 
as an original author. 

It was this subordinate position that drew down on him the 
abuse of ** Copyist," which he was ; for we know that several 
of his best plays had previously existed in a sort of embryo 
state, before they took the town by storm as written by " Mr. 
William Shakespeare:" and this embryo stage implies that pre- 
vious existence before Shakspere touched them with his magic 
pen. Hamlet^ for instance, is known to have been a comedy 
before Shakspere gave it its present tragic character ; then the 
two ^^ Tamings ;^^ Mr. Simpson even hints at an early KiHi( 
Henry VI 11.^ long prior to that calamitous production which 
burned the Globe Theatre and ruined the poet's theatrical 
investments, involving the destruction of all his M.SS. plays 
and private professional papers. 

The following are some of the choice flowers of invective 
flung at him : — as a Shakescene^ an " upstart crow," a Johannes 
Factotum, a Noverint or lawyer's clerk — and it has always been 
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held that he did write a clean, clerkly hand ; this ebullition 
of professional spite and jealousy was but the morning mist 
that ushers in a glorious dawn, a mere prelude to that magni- 
ficent career which distanced all competition. 

The play of "Sir Thomas More" is very remarkable for 
its many alterations, elisions, substitutions, additions, written, 
it is shown, in four or five different hands ; we have it first as an 
original play, complete but with frequent erasures; just as it 
was submitted to the Master of the Revels, acting under the 
Chamberlain of the Household, who expressed his disapproval 
for the following reasons. It appears that the mottf of the 
play was suggested by a civic outbreak among the apprentices, 
somewhat similar to what is known in history as " Evil May 
Day," which happened in 15 17, and first brought Sir Thomas 
More into note ; so, in the original draft, " Evil May Day," 
takes prominent rank ; but the Examiner struck it all out with 
this comment, " Leave out the insurrection wholly, and the cause 
thereof, &c., &c.," signed, E. Tyllney, himself a dramatist on a 
small scale. He appears to have been appointed in 1579 and 
held office until 1610, so his term covers all the dates necessary 
for Mr. Simpson's argument. 

This is all of any importance that need be adduced to 
explain the timely production of this slight brochure \ we see 
that immediate action had to be taken, so some capable writer 
was set to work by the management of Shakspere's own com- 
pany of actors, to fill out the blanks ; and who so fitly as their 
own copyist, William Shakspere ? The present writer has, 
therefore, selected two passages as most readily separable 
from the context, merely as a sample, to submit the question 
to a public ordeal; these passages had both been written out 
on separate scraps of paper and pasted over the deleted 
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matter. Mr. Simpson indicated other sections which he con- 
sidered equally worthy of Shakspere 7vhen youngs and this is 
the main point of interest, for in 1586, he must have just 
left Stratford on- Avon on the unhappy birth of his unfortunate 
twins, and it is not until 1592 that we find him libelled by 
Greene and his gang; could this mighty genius have been 
idle during this interval of six years ? we may safely conclude 
that he was busily engaged perfecting that finished style by 
which critics profess to distinguish his own work from that of 
his contemporaries. 

We may here recall the actual language used by Chettle 
when apologising for the issue of Greene's "Groat's Worth of 
Wit " ; Chettle writes of Shakspere " divers of worship have 
reported his uprightness of dealing . . . and his facetious 
grace in writing that approves his art," Chettle thus disclaims 
any personal knowledge of our poet, writing by report only ; 
and the term " worship " here includes any of the gentry or 
nobility, as well as minor court officials ; if then Sir Edward 
Tyllney was thus included, we have the clearest testimony of 
his worth as a dramatic writer, but it also leads to the im- 
pression that his " Sonnets " were already in circulation among 
his "private friends." 

The reader will find herein two facsimiles of the current 
hand of his time, called "Old English," with numerous liga- 
tures and contractions unfamiliar in the present day. It is 
hardly necessary here to go into the question of spelling his 
name, we know that the local usage of his family and fellow 
townsmen was "Shacksper," the first syllable being accepted 
as a contraction for " Shackle," the second syllable is spur or 
spear according to inference ; but, when he obtained his " coat- 
of-arms," we have it explained as a shake-spear^ this is called 
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canting heraldry or punning on the name, and the printers 
followed suit. The present writer has no inclination to engage 
in any wordy contest hereon, the spelling is indifferent, except 
as a matter of convenience in printing offices where uniformity 
becomes an important element of discipline. The question 
whether the soliloquies here reproduced from the original 
M.S. were really written by Shakspere, will also be matter of 
opinion, and it is thought to form an interesting field for 
speculation among all persons, whether specialists or mere 
" general readers " who care to study the details of our great 
dramatists obscure personal career. 

It is desirable here to draw attention to Mr. Simpson's 
paper in Notes and Queries^ 7th Series, vol. 8, p. i, and the 
North British Review for April and July, 1870. 



A. HALL. 



Highbury. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

ON THE WORD "BOTTOM." 

This familiar word is defined in Dr. Murray's New 
" Historical Dictionary " as a " clew or nucleus, a skein or ball 
of thread." His first quotation is dated 1440, then follow 
1490, 1555, 161 1, 1 61 4, this last being from Sir Walter 
Raleigh; but our reference is overlooked. 

The text reads : — "when the thred of hayday is once spoun 
a BOTTOM great, woond upp greatly undonn." We see here 
evidence of that special technical knowledge of detail, so 
characteristic of Shakspere's genius ; and it presupposes that 
facility which named the Weaver, who enchanted Titania, 
from his trade. Hayday is defined as "frolicksome youth- 
fulness," and the play of "^ Midsummer^ s Night Dream** is 
supposed to have been produced in 1594 and first printed 
in 1600. A.H. 



R. Gordon, Printer, 6i, Hornsey Road, Holi.ovvay, N. 
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ADDENDUM. 

A Friend has pointed out to me a passage in '^ Othel/o^^ 
that further illustrates the speech given at p. 9 herein ; Iago 
says, " Virtue : a fig ! 'tis in ourselves that we are thus or 

r 

thus''', Act /, Sc, 3, /./. 322-3. 

This compares very closely with '^Moore's" self-examination, 
*' It is in Heaven that I am thus and thus " ] taking this in 
conjunction with the reference to Bottom, " The Weaver" 
which occurs in the same short passage of 2 1 lines, it is difificult 
on the mere doctrine of probabilities to avoid the conclusion 
that the author of all three passages was the same " William 
Shakspere " ; indeed no unprejudiced critic could resist this 
inference. 

Highbury. A. HALL. 

July 20th, 1899. 
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